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Introduction 
 

This workshop was part of a short series of workshops delivered to the English department at 

IPGKDRI in early 2011. 

 

 

 

Objectives 
 

Participants explored ways to use popular music and songs in the ESL classroom. 

 

 

 

Materials 
 

A good sound system is needed to play the songs. 

Participants need copies of worksheets and song lyrics. 

PowerPoint presentation for this session. 
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Procedures 
 

Slide 1 

 

 

Slide 2 

 

Many traditional songs are used for teaching 

little kids, but that doesn’t mean we can’t “jazz 

them up” a bit and use them for older students 

too. 

Slide 3 

 

Hopefully this workshop will give you lots of 

ideas – maybe some songs you don’t know, or 

just ideas for adapting songs you already know. 

Slide 4 

 

Music especially for children commonly has a 

different, simpler form. 
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Slide 5 

 

The “Playground Tune”, which children seem to 

automatically use for chants they make up, can 

be used for rhymes you make up as well. 

Slide 6 

 

“It’s raining, it’s pouring” is one well-known kids 

song that uses the playground tune. 

Slide 7 

 

“Rain, Rain, go away …” is another song about 

rain that uses the playground tune. 

Slide 8 

 

Echo songs are great, because the children don’t 

have to read or learn the words, only copy. 

“I met a bear” is a fun echo song with several 

variations as well. 
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Slide 9 

 

First the leader sings and everyone echoes, and 

then everyone sings the same lines together. 

Slide 

10 

 

It’s quite a long song, but that doesn’t matter, it 

just lengthens the fun. Children enjoy doing 

something when they are confident that they 

know how to do it. 

Slide 

11 

 

Look at the stress pattern of the Bear song. 

Slide 

12 

 

Using the stress pattern, it’s easy to make up our 

own words. 
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Slide 

13 

 

Here are some simple words, quickly made up, 

and with a little rhyme added. 

Slide 

14 

 

Here is another echo song that uses exactly the 

same tune. 

Slide 

15 

 

Everyone knows the song of Old MacDonald. 

Just by itself it is a great song … but there are 

also lots of ways to vary it and use it. 

Slide 

16 

 

Using the same tune, look for other groups of 

vocabulary words to practise and learn. 
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Slide 

17 

 

Here is a fun variation that uses the song to 

practise adjective opposites. 

Slide 

18 

 

When using songs to create other songs, it’s 
good to understand at least a little about beat. 
 
The waltz beat is the only one that we need to 
be especially aware of. All the others can be 
marched to. 
 

 

Slide 

19 

 

And then it’s good to use the beat to add actions 

and percussion to increase both fun and 

learning. 

Slide 

20 

 

Let’s try making some simple rhythms in our 

workshop groups ad share them with everyone 

else. 
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Slide 

21 

 

Work with your group. 

Slide 

22 

 

Kids love clapping games, and the actions, 

patterning and sense of rhythm is very good for 

their learning. 

Slide 

23 

 

Try out a clapping pattern with a partner. Share. 

Slide 

24 

 

The waltz rhythm is very different, and we need 

to be aware when a song has this type of 

rhythm. 
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Slide 

25 

 

Here is a long, repetitive song that has a waltz 

rhythm. Although it’s long, it’s very easy to learn 

to sing. 

Slide 

26 

 

When you get to the end of the song you can 

just keep on going because it is circular. 

Slide 

27 

 

With this song each verse gets longer and 

longer, but children enjoy trying to remember 

the previous line as they add the new one. 

Slide 

28 

 

Until you reach the final, short line. 
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Slide 

29 

 

Clementine is a song with a well-known tune, 

and not so well-known words. The words are not 

really suitable for children, but the tune is great 

for putting other words to. 

Slide 

30 

 

Here is a little song to use during ‘Circle Time’, 

which uses the Clementine tune. 

Slide 

31 

 

Here is a long repetitive circular song that uses 

the Clementine tune. 

Slide 

32 

 

“If you’re happy and you know it …” is a good 

little song that has a tune for many other uses 

too, such as this song. 
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Slide 

33 

 

Some songs tell a story, like this long, repetitive 

(and therefor easy to join in with) song. 

Slide 

34 

 

Everyone knows Mozart’s little tune. “Twinkle, 

Twinkle” is just one possible set of words. 

Slide 

35 

 

Here is a version that Australian children love. 

Slide 

36 

 

Here is a version about an old car. 
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Slide 

37 

 

This is an old scout song that can be a lot of fun 

with actions and a simple tune. 

Slide 

38 

 

This well-known French song has many English 

versions, and can be sung as a round. Singing a 

round is good practice for children’s listening 

and concentration as well as their sense of 

timing. 

Slide 

39 

 

A fun song with little chorus bits that kids can 

add even if they are not sure of the words. There 

is also a cumulative aspect to it that is good 

brain training. 

Slide 

40 

 

There are some fun images implied in the verses, 

and more can be made up and added easily. 

 


